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                                      December 2019   

 

We are a Pondkeepers Society too – here’s a famous one ….. 

 

                      The Tommy Sutton Fish Farm 

The legacy of the 80 years of these ponds in the back garden of the 

Sutton home, near Coleshill, in Birmingham, is that many NGPS 
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members breed their Goldfish from this stock.  Sadly the two 

Tommys (father & son) have passed on and the ponds are no longer 

there.  

 

On the left is Tommy Sutton Senior in 

one of his fish houses with a breeding 

collection of Bristol Shubunkins, on the right is his son, Tommy 

Sutton Junior in the Fish House with a breeding collection of 

Veiltails.  Born in 1911, the Senior Tommy became a keen fisherman 

and this started his interest in the fish themselves – he started a 

coldwater aquarium with caught fish, but changed to Goldfish, then 

began breeding them. 

As the years passed he married, bought a house and installed ponds 

in the garden, bought the neighbour’s garden and extended the 

ponds, all the while breeding Fancy Goldfish that won prizes at Fish 

Shows all over the UK.  He sold the prize-winning Goldfish at 

premium prices and Goldfish lovers all over the country bought his 

stock and used them for their breeding lines.  The business was so 

busy you had to make an appointment – and bring cash.  At 3pm 

business stopped as he and his son, Tommy Junior, went fishing. 

Senior died in 1988 but his son carried on the business until he 

passed on and the business closed at the end of the millennium. 

Here are those famous ponds and fish houses….. 
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The ponds were only 3 or 4 inches deep (7 to 10cm), ideal for 

viewing and netting sold fishes.  Tommy also believed this gave 

higher Oxygen levels and warmer water under sunshine. 

One section was two feet deep and used to house breeding stock 

that were not kept in fish houses over cold winters.  

There were several of these Fish Houses, built (and collapsed) over 

the years.  These were used for selective breeding and fry moved to 

the warm ponds for growing on. 

Almost all the Line-bred pedigree Goldfish we now own are 

descended from Tommy Sutton stock.  Some have been sent abroad 

so the Sutton Goldfish Genes are World-wide.  Quite a legacy. 

 

Annual Social Weekend 

 

This year five members visited ‘The Deep’ in Hull. This was on 

Saturday November 2nd…. Alan Birchenough, Dean Roberts, 

Sherridan Moores, David Roberts and with camera, David Ford. 
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We stayed in Barton on Humber in some rather nice cottages with a 

fish & chip shop next door, who specialise in giant portions of fish! 
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Photos of our visit to The Deep can be seen on the NGPS Website at 

page 9 (scroll down it). www.northerngoldfishsociety.com  

 

Annual Xmas Dinner 

It was early this year to avoid booking restaurants in December.  

Sadly several members couldn’t make it for various reasons and the 

invite went out on-line only a day before the Dinner (no chance for 

postal versions of the Newsletter).  Hence just three of us 

(Sherridan Moores, Alan Birchenough and David Ford) met at The 

Orion, Trafford Park, so we decided to visit ChaoBaby, the Thai 

Buffet – this was on 14th November. 

 

…. and I am behind the camera.   

 

The Thai Green Curry is excellent. 

 

http://www.northerngoldfishsociety.com/
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Member’s Fish Houses 

Back in the December 2016 on page 7 (check it out via Googling 

‘northerngoldfishsociety’) Dean (Show Secretary J.D.Roberts) 

revealed his plans for his new Fish House.  It was reported: see the 

results next year (2017).  Now it is nearly 2020, and it is still not 

finished!  He planned a water flow-through system but enjoys the 

ritual manual water changes so much it has never been installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the current Fish House. There are six tanks 4ft x 2ft x 8ins, 

plus assorted 3ft, 2ft, 30ins and 18ins ones, totalling 21 in all.  They 
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stand on grey polystyrene (that was the packing material with the 

original tanks) and the staging is professionally made by a local 

joinery firm.   

The plants are Spider, Baby Cacti and Bonsai, who thrive in the 

warm, moist atmosphere, but to prevent too much condensation a 

large Dehumidifier is used (it removes over 5 litres of water daily).  

This replaced the small Unibond 360 Aero units that can be seen on 

the concrete floor. 

It is all ready for the 2020 breeding season – to be reported soon. 

Members Write 

Last year we lost one of our most experienced Goldfish Breeders, 

Alex Stephenson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He used to write for the Aquarist & Pondkeeper too: on the next 

page is an example from Nov. 1993 page 9.   

 

More from Alex in 2020. 
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Tip of the Month 

 

Add these to your Aquarium Tool Chest. –  

 

 

Toothpicks (these were £1 at the 

Pound Shop). 

Being wood they can be safely used 

to poke into mechanical parts of 

power-filters and pumps to clear 

algae and mulm. 

 

 

 

Their most effective use is to clear the jets of spray bars.  

Even during the pump running, as well as routine cleaning.   

 

Within a few days’ use the outlet holes of spray bars collect mulm 

that slows the jets – one wiggle of a toothpick restores the flow. 

Minutes of the December Meeting. 

Only a few members made it to the meeting with very bad weather 
over the Pennines, then even they said there were reasons for not 
making the January Meeting.  Hence it was decided to cancel the 
January 14th Meeting - the next one at The Church Inn will be 
February 11th 2020. 
 
It was noted , with regret that London Zoo Aquarium has been 
closed. 
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Sherridan described planted aquaria with Aquarium Home Services 
and the discussion included a shortage in the trade of Vallis 
varieties. He proposed that these require Iron in the water - with the 
change from iron-framed tanks to Acrylic ones, this element was 
missing.  Search of the Internet showed that solutions of essential 
minerals for planted aquaria abound.   
 
He also raised the plans for the Nationwide - there are plans for up 
to 8 new judges being trained and a dedicated website being 
published - via a series of emails between Nationwide Committee 
members. 
 
From an e-mail by Pat Davies, new Nationwide Chairman: 
 
(Referring to plans for a Nationwide website) Grahame Draper from 
the AMGK has done a cracking job on it so far. I'll send everyone the 
link once we have everything in place to set it live. 
Thanks also for the list of judges. I've heard from Alan Race, who is 
also a judge of course and gave me Alec King's name. So we have 
12 in all. 
As for the training of future judges - we have 8 volunteers, most of 
whom will start training at the AMGK first meeting in March 2020. 
This will be a table show with eight single tails and eight twin tails. 
(2 trainees started at the National last year and one started at the 
AMGK Open Show also in 2019). I agree with the basic format of 
training and have had the previously used training manual produced 
by Derek Seymore of the former GSGB produced in 1997 scanned by 
Grahame Draper (AMGK). This is now undergoing some revisions 
and editing by myself, and, with Derek's agreement, should be 
ready as a background guide for anyone undergoing training and for 
any judge who is willing to supervise within the next couple of 
weeks for review by all societies. 
AMGK have also agreed to run the 'judging course' at a table show 
in March, May, at the Open show in June, August and at the AGM in 
October 2020. It is also envisaged that training will also be made 
available at the Bristol Show, NGPS Open Show and the National. 
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Also NEGS if it happens. that should do the training for most of the 
trainees!!! 
Cheers, Pat  
 
Response to Pat from Sherridan: 
 
Hi Pat and everyone. NGPS fully supports the Nationwide movement 
in all its aspects, in all probability it represents the future of serious 
British goldfish keeping more accurately than any of the individual 
societies and a web site would seem a sensible idea, though it 
should always be remembered that the content of such a website is 
the crucial matter. 
Our judges are; Bill Ramsden, Alan Ratcliffe, Dean Roberts, David 
Roberts, Alan Race, Craig Clinton and myself. We do not have any 
trainee judges currently. 
I am afraid I have to question some of the assumptions that have 
been stated regarding the training of future judges. It has usually 
been recognized that a trainee must have bred several varieties and 
had some success showing them, when this status has been agreed 
by the active judges a willing trainee has been required to 
accompany as many different judges as possible around two 
seasons worth of shows, that is eight in total and gives sufficient 
exposure to the guidance and education given by the experienced 
judge and for the trainee to gain knowledge, experience and 
confidence. When this has happened the judges consider the 
trainees progress and consider their suitability to become a full 
judge. This is quite a long and involved process if done properly and 
I would submit that it must be done properly to be of any value. 
One season of shows, especially where several of the candidates 
might be acting as officers of the show in other roles and would 
therefore not have time to attend to both, would be woefully too 
short a time.  
My specific worries regarding the 'plan' for the new trainees are; 
1. We cannot just accept eight candidates because they are willing, 
they must be suitable - this may be the case in some or all of them 
but it must be tested. 
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2. The training process, of necessity, slows the judging speed of the 
judge and trainee considerably and a large number, such as eight, 
all at once would lead to considerable and unacceptable delays at 
the shows.  
3. I would strongly question the suitability of the old GSGB 'training 
manual', with or without editing or revision, for any role in our 
training. This document has never had any place in our training 
schedule, it was administered by one individual to train GSGB judges 
for their Show only and was not available for scrutiny by others. 
4. While I can see no problem with trainees accompanying judges at 
table shows, these cannot be regarded as equal to an Open Show, 
the judging process is very much simplified and abbreviated. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
These were discussed at length. Members are welcome and 
encouraged to e-mail their opinions, please contact Sherridan with 
them at moores_s@sky.com (note underscore between the two s’s) 
or on 01619697567. 
 
Meeting ended with mince pies for all. Have a very merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year and don’t forget there is no January meeting, 

see you in February 2020! 
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